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Here, I develop and adjust the teaching agenda and course content of two already existing 

modules in Chinese Studies for the coming academic year 2021/2022. The general aim of this 

teaching development is to introduce a lens which takes a human rights perspective to the 

content of all classes as well as aspects of teaching.  

Module CH3304 “Ethnicity, Class and Gender in China” is offered to students in the BA, the 

BA International, the BComm International with Chinese Studies as well as the BA World 

Languages. It can also be studied by students enrolled in other programmes. Module CH6334 

“Ethnicity, Class and Gender in China” is offered for students enrolled in the MA Asian Studies. 

The two modules are currently co-taught to undergraduate students in their third or fourth year 

(CH3304) and postgraduate students (CH6334). They are taught three hours per week over the 

course of one semester. The teaching method is based on a mixture of input lectures, guided 

and open discussions, and source readings with discussions. Diverse methodologies from the 

textbook Hochschuldidaktik (Didactics in higher education)1 are used as outlined below. 

The aim is to adjust the course content to deepen and strengthen the integration of GCDE. The 

“Learning Outcomes”, as outlined in the Book of Modules indirectly imply topics related to 

GCDE already. On successful completion of this module, students should be able to: first, 

“demonstrate an understanding of the conceptualisation and construction of ethnicity, class and 

gender in China (PRC and ROC)”, second, “identify and critically evaluate the key arguments 

in debates around ethnicity, class and gender in China (PRC and ROC)”, and third, “identify 

and reflect on the divergences between the dominant discourse on groups defined in terms of 

their ethnicity, class or gender in China (PRC and ROC) and possible divergences between 

them and the self-perceptions and self-representations of those groups”. Particularly the third 

outcome gives room for deepening an approach based on GCDE, in particular to introduce 

topics related to human rights aspects regarding the concepts of ethnicity, class and gender and 

identities related to them in the People’s Republic of China (PRC) and the Republic of China 

(ROC, Taiwan).  

The course content as well as the methodology for the coming academic year 2021/2022 has 

been adjusted and reformed so that it now includes more topics that are related to GCDE and 

introduces clearer references to the issue of human rights. It opens rooms for students to discuss 

human rights issues based on academic approaches and analyses, giving them the opportunity 

to address sensitive issues safely, using GCDE methodologies and increase students’ 

commitment to learning.  

Students are asked to read selected academic texts in preparation for one session per week. For 

text readings and discussions, a mixed approach is used, that is, either all students are asked to 

read the same text, or they are divided into groups of two to four and asked to read individual 

texts which they then present to the other groups in class. For the texts that are read by all at 

the same time, text questions are prepared to guide them through the text, but text discussions 

will not be limited to these questions. The questions are an offer to practice how to read 

academic texts by focusing on specific questions that one wants to answer. In addition to 

academic texts, primary sources as well as media coverage of recent developments are read and 

discussed in class following GCDE methodologies.  

 
1 Gerd Macke, Ulrike Hanke, and Pauline Viehmann, Hochschuldidaktik: Lehren, vortragen, prüfen, beraten 

(Weinheim/Basel: Beltz, 2012). 



Class discussions are led by GCDE-informed methodologies. In order to structure discussions, 

I use methods from didactics in higher education such as “Brainstorming”, “Concept-mapping”, 

“Case study”, “Role game”, “Simulation game”, “Kick-off presentations”, “Pro-and-contra 

argumentation”, “Partner interview”, and “Active structuring”.2 With help of these methods, I 

aim at enhancing students’ experience with and understanding of power relations and how they 

influence inequalities between different ethnic, class and gender groups. I also hope to increase 

awareness and empathy with discriminated and disadvantaged groups, and further broaden this 

to a move towards the political and analytical assessments of each situation.  

All discussions are guided, supervised, and supported by me as the teacher, ensuring a safe 

place for all students wherein they can discuss their opinions and understandings based on 

empathy, solidarity and respect for themselves and others. Active participation is encouraged 

but not enforced. Particularly in discussions on most recent developments, in particular human 

rights abuses in the PRC, the teacher aims to help students develop a sense of social 

responsibility and belonging as well as the belief that one can make a difference by discussing 

these issues, learning about and understanding them, as awareness is a first step towards 

engagement and change.  

The module includes three Continuous Assessments: one 3,000-word essay, one 1,500-word 

essay and one in-class presentation for CH3304, and one 3,000-word essay, one 2,000-word 

essay and one in-class presentation for CH6334 respectively. The shorter essay is due mid-term 

and is to be based on critical media analysis. In order to familiarize students with this method, 

critical media analysis will be applied regularly from Week 1 onwards to analyze and scrutinize 

texts from diverse genres and backgrounds for different impacts of “media on the distribution 

of power in society”.3 The method of critical media analysis is particularly useful to tackle the 

issues of power and powerlessness as problems arising in all societies which are inevitably 

composed of different ethnicities, classes and genders. To understand how these differences 

often lead to inequalities and power hierarchies is the main objective of this module.  

PLAN 

Week 1: Introduction  

The concepts of ethnicity, class, and gender as global and local identities 

Brainstorming and partner interview: 

 Discuss previous knowledge of the students 

 Locate problematic issues related to ethnicity, class and gender in the current times 

according to their own knowledge, like inequalities based on racism, sexism and 

classism 

Input – lecture: 

 Present the case study of Xinjiang and the current human rights violations by the 

Chinese government of Turkic Muslims in the region 

Critical media analysis: 

 How do different medias present the case of Xinjiang? (Chinese media, European 

media, human rights foundations, Uyghur diaspora, etc.)  

Please note: Critical media analysis will be used in every week though I don’t outline it 

explicitly below.  

 
2 Macke, Hanke, and Viehmann 2012, 177f., 183-7, 202f., 215f., 241f., 245f., 253f., 257f.. 
3 Matteo Stochetti, and Karin Kukkonon, Critical Media Analysis: An Introduction for Media Professionals 

(Frankfurt: Peter Lang, 2011), 13. 



 

Week 2: Ethnicity – Theory  

Theories and definitions of ethnicity, nationalism, imagined communities, invented traditions 

Input – lecture: 

 How are the concepts of ethnicity and nation/nationalism related?  

 What does that mean with regard to nation-building and nation-states?  

Brainstorming, concept-mapping, and finding cases: 

 “Imagined communities” (Anderson) and “invented traditions” (Hobsbawm/Ranger): 

definitions, contexts and meaning 

 

Week 3: Ethnicity – History 

Locating ethnicity in history: From the Qing Empire (1636/1644-1912) to the Republic of China 

(1912-1949, since 1949 on Taiwan) 

Input – lecture: 

 Explain Chinese understandings of the concepts of nation, state and ethnicity 

o China as an “imagined community”  

o Concept of Tianxia – “All Under Heaven” 

 How are requests for and denial of autonomy and self-rule related to understandings of 

ethnicity and nation?  

Case study and role games:  

 Case study Mongolia: How did concepts of ethnicity and nation influence the formation 

of Outer Mongolia as a state as opposed to Inner Mongolia as a part of the ROC?  

 

Week 4: Ethnicity – minorities and majorities 

Why are numbers important when it comes to ethnicities and nation-states 

Input – lecture:  

 Explain the development of the concept of national or ethnic majorities and minorities 

in general 

 Explain the concept of national or ethnic majorities and minorities in the PRC 

 Explain how the officially designated 56 minzu (nationalities/ethnicities) in the PRC 

come into being 

 Explain how the officially designated 17 yuanzhumin (indigenous people) in the 

ROC/Taiwan differs from that in the PRC 

Concept-mapping, role game and simulation game: 

 What are national or ethnic majorities and minorities in your experience? 

 How are understandings of national or ethnic majorities and minorities in the PRC 

related to former and current human rights violations by the Chinese government of 

Tibetans, Mongols and Turkic Muslims?  

 Discuss the advantages of the two systems in the PRC and the ROC today for different 

groups of people (majorities, minorities) 

 

Week 5: Ethnicity – assimilation and acculturation 

Why is culture important when it comes to ethnicities and nation-states 

Input – lecture:  

 How are concepts of culture and civilisation related to concepts of ethnicity and race in 

general? 



 How are they related to colonialism and imperialism?  

 How are Chinese concepts of culture and civilisation related to Chinese concepts of 

ethnicity and race? 

Kick-off presentations and pro-and-contra argumentation:  

 Group 1: Explain the concept of Chinese culturalism and the culturalism-to-nationalism 

theory  

 Group 2: Explain the “theory of sinicisation” and how the New Qing History argues 

against it 

 Discuss why the “theory of sinicisation” is important regarding the Chinese 

government’s approach to non-Chinese/non-Han people in the PRC in general and 

human rights violations by the Chinese government of Tibetans, Mongols and Turkic 

Muslims in particular 

 

Week 6: Class – History 

Basic ideas of communism and communist concepts of class 

Input – lecture:  

 Marxist class theory in general and in China 

 Marxist-Leninist-Maoist class theory in China 

 Explain the concept of “Lumpenproletariat” 

Active structuring:  

 Discuss how the “Lumpenproletariat” is described in Liao Yiwu’s The Corpse Walker: 

Real Life Stories: China from the Bottom Up (2008, first publ. 2002) 

 

Week 7: Class – Theory  

The concept of intersectionality 

Input – lecture:  

 What does intersectionality mean?  

 How is it related to class, gender and ethnicity in general?  

 What does intersectionality refer to in China? 

Brainstorming, case study, and concept-mapping:  

 Intersectionality case study 1: Gender and class in Chinese marriage  

 

Week 8: Gender – Masculinity 

Masculinity in the PRC 

Input – lecture:  

 The historical development of Chinese concepts of masculinity in history  

 Post-Mao concepts of masculinity  

 The history of intersectionality of gender and ethnicity in concepts of masculinity  

 The intersectionality of gender and ethnicity in post-Mao concepts of masculinity  

Brainstorming, case study, and concept-mapping:  

 Intersectionality case study 2: Gender and ethnicity in Tibetan masculinity 

 

Week 9: Gender – Femininity 

Femininity in the PRC 

Input – lecture:  



 The historical development of Chinese concepts of femininity in history  

 Post-Mao concepts of femininity 

 The history of intersectionality of gender and ethnicity in concepts of femininity 

 The intersectionality of gender and ethnicity in post-Mao concepts of femininity 

Brainstorming, case study, and pro-and-contra argumentation: 

 Intersectionality case study 3: Gender and class among Chinese workers; the change of 

gender-class intersection from Mao to post-Mao times: reasons, improvements, declines 

for different groups (government, female and male workers)  

 

Week 10: Intersectionality and human rights: Gender and ethnicity 

Concepts of human rights  

Input – lecture:  

 Are there specific human rights for women and men respectively?  

 Human rights in China: history and current situation 

 Gender and ethnicity in human rights abuses in Xinjiang, 

Brainstorming, case study, and role games:  

 Intersectionality case study 4: Forced abortions and sterilizations in the history of the 

PRC and among Turkic Muslim women in the PRC today: reasons and consequences  

 

Week 11: Presentations 

 

Week 12: Presentations & concluding session 


